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“A single man knows the truth when he has checked it and has not obtained it from rumors and readings. What 

I meant was that we are obliged to make mistakes if we want to achieve some degree of knowledge. “ 

James Cowan, A mapmaker´s dream: the meditations of Fra Mauro, cartographer to the court of Venice, 1996. 

 

The doctors, who were trained at the Institute of Oncology "Dr. Luis Razetti" and that still remain 

in the institution, have a sense of belonging that we are proud of each of the individual and 

collective scientific achievements at the Institute. The Servicio de Patología Mamaria for some 

years has been accumulating experience and investigating bout the axillary Sentinel node biopsy in 

breast carcinoma. In 2010, during the 14th Venezuelan Meeting of Oncology held in the city of 

Valencia, we present the work titled Factores clínico‐patológicos en cáncer de mama relacionados 

con metástasis en ganglios no centinelas axilares cuando el centinela es positivo which was 

awarded with the prize "Dr Alejandro Calvo Lairet", being published later (1). Then in 2011, in the 

Eleventh Venezuelan Congress of Mastology in Barquisimeto, it was presented the first study in 

Venezuela related with Biopsia de ganglio centinela en carcinoma de mama posterior a 

tratamiento neoadyuvante, which has served as a guide for our current practice, in patients who 

have received systemic treatment prior to surgery. During the 15th Venezuelan Meeting of 

Oncology in 2012, the results of a protocol designed based on our experience and evidence at that 

time were presented. This protocol entitled Plan de trabajo ante la afectación metastásica del 

ganglio centinela en carcinoma mamario, was published in Spanish by the Venezuelan Journal of 

Oncology (2) and later in English by the British magazine Ecancer Medical Science, which is 

sponsored and designed by the European Institute of Oncology in Milan. This last time it was titled 

Treatment plan for breast cancer sentinel node with metastasis, managing to position itself for two 

http://www.intervalolibre.wordpress.com/


Intervalolibre 

www.intervalolibre.wordpress.com 
March 22nd, 2015 

 

months as the article most downloaded by subscribers of the magazine (3). The Protocol has been 

widely accepted in the medical community. 

    It took us by surprise and at the same time was gratifying, the call of Dr. David Krag, Professor of 

surgery at the medical school of the University of Vermont and principal investigator of the 

Protocol NSABP B-32, to congratulate us and make the request for the incorporation of our work 

to the database of the NSABP and to the today's largest digital database of sentinel node and  

breast cancer The Tree of Medicine (4).  

   This last distinction allowed us to work for a few days with Dr. Krag in the adequacy and 

synthesis of work for their later incorporation into the data base. It was a pleasant experience that 

left us a wonderful learning and motivation to continue working to achieve academic excellence, 

despite the limitations imposed by our environment and our own idiosyncrasies. 

  We will continue to feel proud forever of what has been achieved in and by our Institute, either 

on it or on the latitude that imposed us the destiny. 

*Breast Cancer Surgeon. Servicio de Patología Mamaria, Instituto de Oncología Luis Razetti, Caracas, Venezuela 

References 

1) Zénzola V, Bolívar Abreu E, Betancourt L, Salas J, Jiménez R, Guerra M, y col. Factores clínico-patológicos en 

cáncer de mama. Relación con metástasis en ganglios no centinelas axilares cuando el centinela es positivo. 

Rev Venez Oncol 2011;23(3):134-144 

 

2) Bolívar Abreu E, Martínez P, Betancourt L, Romero G, Godoy A, y col. Plan de trabajo ante la afectación 

metastásica del ganglio centinela en carcinoma mamario. Rev Venez Oncol 2013;25(4):229-235  

 

3) Bolívar Abreu E, Martínez P, Betancourt L, Romero G, Godoy A, et al. Treatment plan for breast cancer with 

sentinel node metastasis. ecancer 2014; 8: 383  

 

4) www.treeofmedicine.com 

 

 

 

http://www.intervalolibre.wordpress.com/

