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 A Splendid Way to Celebrate Life 

Jorge Sánchez-Lander* 

 

 

“A Euphonium - if you look at it very closely - is a machine to make bubbles, perhaps unnecessarily complicated, though 

surely, the most efficient in the world” 

Salvador Garmendia, Memorias de Altagracia, 1974. 

 

The training course of specialists in surgical oncology at the Institute of Oncology Luis Razetti of 

Caracas, Venezuela (IOLR) is one of the most organized and most experienced of Venezuela. Since 

its foundation, in conjunction with the Institute in 1936, it has been one of the most successful 

models of teaching in surgery of the country. Originally founded by a group of doctors in several 

specialties, formed in Venezuela and in the best schools in Europe and the United States of 

America built this magnificent first generation of oncologist surgeons that constituted the solid 

foundation of this specialty. Many of them were part of the care team of IOLR, from 1959 of the 

Padre Machado Oncology Hospital and many other healthcare centers nationwide. The design of a 

health care organization consisting of three main services in the areas of Gynecology Oncology, 

head /neck and digestive /soft tissue was inspired by the scheme of the Memorial Sloan-Kettering 

Cancer Center in New York and adapted to our center by Dr. Bernardo Guzman Blanco.  

Subsequently by mid-1980's was founded a fourth surgical service, the service of breast pathology, 

one of the first of its kind in South America.  

The distribution of care in four large surgical services has been one of the main reasons that each 

of them accumulates a significant experience in a specific area of Oncology.  Today each service 
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integrated by 5 to 8 specialists, is exclusively dedicated to care, teaching and research in its field, 

which has allowed that this skill may be an essential factor for the excellent care of patients, 

turning it into a national reference center.  

In terms of the postgraduate course in oncologic surgery, with a duration of three years, it 

remained as a surgical care training program since its inception until the end of 1989 when Dr. 

Jesús Felipe Parra, its current director, presents the academic program to the Faculty of Medicine 

of Central University of Venezuela (UCV) obtaining the recognition of this house of studies. From 

that moment opens a new stage in the training of specialists in surgical oncology characterized by 

excellent performance in terms of grade point average and the number of graduates that meet all 

the requirements for obtaining the diploma of specialist conferred by the UCV. Within the syllabus 

each resident takes first year internships for plastic surgery, urology, radiation therapy, pathology 

and emergency and rotated for six months, in the second and third year, for each of the four main 

services. In this way the formation of a high-performing specialist and interdisciplinary vision is 

achieved. 

To start the teaching of this year Gynecology Oncology service jointly with the director of the 

course, created an innovative teaching program that will consist of 50 hours spread over an hour 

sessions from Monday to Thursday and two hours on Friday, from Monday 1/12/2015 until Friday 

3/13/2015.  This program has, from December 2014, a portal in the network 

(www.iolrdocencia.wordpress.com) and a virtual library in which teachers and residents may make 

inquiries and obtain the recommended bibliography online. Each of the sessions of papers review, 

surgical technique, presentation of cases and seminars will feature a teacher at the service of 

Gynecology Oncology which will coordinate the activity and facilitate the development of the 

academic objectives.  In addition it  have been implemented conducting forums and video sessions 

with the participation of experts speakers in the subjects referred and debates in which third year 

residents will be the speakers. Likewise, between March and December 2015 we can also enjoy 

excellent academic blocks of breast pathology, head/neck, and digestive/soft tissue.  

With 79 years of founded and 25 years of their University recognition, this course has trained 

dozens of specialists distributed throughout our geography and prepares to continue his mission 

with many obstacles. The challenge of maintaining the recognized level of excellence of the 

Institute has been and will remain one of the main motivations.  After the patients the most 

important objectives are our students and continue generating guidelines of care for the patient 

with cancer.  This is why the Institute of Oncology Luis Razetti remains one of the most efficient 

hospitals in Venezuela, one of the pioneers of Oncology of the American continent, and at the 

same time a generous and veteran school that deserves the attention of our health authorities. 

Improve its infrastructure, equipment and the well-being of their patients and staff is an urgent 

necessity.  

So far, we will celebrate 25 years of the University recognition of the postgraduate course in 

oncologic surgery not only with a simple festive attitude but with a strong position to claim the 

support of the State, in order to be able to remain, for many years, the first hospital and the first 
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school of Oncology of Venezuela, where we have learned that fighting cancer is a splendid way to 

celebrate life. 

 *Dr. Jorge Sánchez-Lander. Instituto de Oncología Luis Razetti y Clínica Santa Sofía, Caracas, Venezuela. 
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