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Marie and the loneliness of the flasks 

Paula Cortiñas Sardi *  

 

How this Polish woman conquered without money or support all that, so early. So alone, so against the grain? She was a 

new woman. A warrior. A mutant. 

Rosa Montero.  

La ridícula idea de no volver a verte. Seix Barral 2013. 

Marie Curie, especially for women, is a benchmark of brilliance, perseverance and dedication to scientific 

research. Since I knew, as a child, of the existence of a woman so passionate as Madame Curie I felt an 

infinite admiration that has generated an essential motivation in the studies and work. But Manya Salomea 

Slodowska, the polish that faced all the prejudices of the era, at the end of the 19th century and early 20th 

century, presents a puzzling little known facet and that is explored in an incisive way by Rosa Montero in the 

book La ridícula idea de no volver a verte. It is an opening to the heart of Marie in an interesting parallel with 

the writer, in the circumstances of the death couples of both women.  

In addition to her scientific writings, including the discovery of radioactivity and the isolation of radioactive 

elements, has had access to some personal documents that allow us to remove her from the scientific 

Holiness and rummaging about her roles as household, daughter, wife and mother, delve into the distant 

intimacy of Manya. It is incredible, and at the same time perfectly human, to see a woman, idealized by all, 

that was a pioneer in the exclusive male world of that time, that could give signs of weakness or exhaustion, 

knowing how she broke in one of the hardest moments of her life as one of her fragile flasks. She was the 

first woman to receive the physics and chemistry Nobel prizes, the first woman PhD at the Sorbonne, and 

the first woman to teach in its classrooms. Several episodes of her daily lives are outlined in the book of 

Montero, a wonderful discovery, of only eight euros, silently waiting to be picked up in a library in Bilbao. 

From a very unhappy childhood, an unhappy love affair, a relationship that is conventional for the time with 

his father, since he was orphaned of mother, which for a figure as a Curie was more a burden than a push 

when she decides to go to Paris to study. It is poignant to know about her maternity shared with her 

profession, rather uncommon in his time, in the midst of a premature widowhood and a stormy relationship 

with which tried to alleviate her loneliness. 

The reading of the brief diary of Marie Curie, written after the death of Pierre, is heartbreaking. It shows a 

woman deeply in love that did not withstand the idea to live without him, without its complement in the 

emotional and professional. The sudden death of Pierre resulted in a great loss to his complex world.  On the 
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note of April 30, 1906, eleven days after his death in an accident, expresses: Dear Pierre, who already I will 

not see here, I want to talk to you in the silence of this laboratory, where I could not imagine having to live 

without you. I could imagine the great Marie, in the solitude of his laboratory, melting of sadness as Amélie 

Poulain.   After a painful period research, dedicated to the role of mother with two daughters and daughter-

in-law attending her sick father-in-law, she decided to resume her work in the laboratory and head Professor 

of the Sorbonne assigned after the death of her husband, getting her second Nobel Prize, this time in 

another category: Chemistry. Until her death, precipitated by her prolonged exposure to radioactivity, she 

worked tirelessly in the laboratory in the company of her eldest daughter, Irene, who also later won a Nobel 

Prize.  

Another reason for admiration to Marie Curie, particularly for working mothers, because the empathy 

generated by, is how she managed to share the role of mother with the scientific research. Probably wasn't 

a mother very affectionate, as reviewed Eve, her youngest child, in the biography of her mother, but always 

fulfilled its role to the full in front of her House. She confessed at some point be overwhelmed by having to 

be distributed between the House and laboratory, above all before obtaining the Nobel Prize, which allowed 

the family a little more slack economic, that should take care of House and girls without abandoning her 

work, which today sounds very familiar to many of us. Still managed to twice reach the highest award of 

scientific research, being female, widow, mother, scientific and foreign.   

Marie writes, in the biography that made about Pierre: the question of how take care of our small Irene and 

the House without sacrificing scientific research became pressing. The ability to ignore my work would have 

been a very painful resignation for me that my husband not even contemplated; He used to say that he had a 

wife as she shared all their concerns.  I always imagined Dr. Curie devoted exclusively to her laboratory and it 

was not so.  In the pages of this short book we have many additional reasons to infinitely celebrate her 

efforts and her existence.  

The spouses Curie, and especially Marie, openly professed their humanists ideas rather advanced for the 

time. Their numerous discoveries were donated to humanity because they decided not to patent the 

process of isolation of the radio. During the first world war, Marie proposed the use of mobile devices to 

perform x-rays, and thus be able to treat the war wounded, the Petit Curie were called and they were the 

first portable radiology equipment. The human sensitivity of Marie Curie and his detachment to the material 

world were the main features of her greatness. Die victim of aplastic anemia caused by exposure to 

radioactivity in 1934. Subsequently, in 1995, her remains are transferred, beside her lover Pierre, to the 

Pantheon of Paris, as the first female that dwells on so solemn premises. Marie, until after his death, she has 

remained a pioneer. 

Thanks to the discovery of radioactivity we can count with one of the most effective tools for the treatment 

of cancer among other uses. The efforts of Marie have allowed that millions of people be treated effectively, 

with her work showed that scientific research only makes sense if dedicates itself to serving humanity 

without conditions and our dear Marie devoted her life in that sense. She, definitely, was a new woman, a 

mutant.  

*Centro de Especialidades Salud Chacao, Instituto de Oncología Luis Razetti y Clínica Santa Sofía, Caracas, Venezuela.  
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