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“You may say I’m a dreamer but I’m not the only one I hope someday you’ll join us and the world as one” 

John Lennon, Imagine 

The Meeting of the European Society of Gynecological Oncology held in mid-October 2013 in the 

port city of Liverpool, United Kingdom has been a formidable demonstration of the work of major 

European schools of gynecologic oncology. As a city, Liverpool has a very characteristic pattern to 

those cities that have been important seaport for centuries. One party maintains the appearance 

of dull industrial city and the other, towards the low hills nearby, a lovely city that year after year 

is humanized dark alleys becoming into light, full of cheerful pedestrian taverns, shops and 

especially of people making the bet that keeps alive the whole city: sharing common space 

creating a civilized manner that certainty of citizenship, of belonging to its inhabitants and 

closeness in their visitors. In four intense days the modern convention center Liverpool Echo Arena 

was filled with specialists from all over the world. The lineup of speakers and activities design was 

flawless.  

As for the trends that were observed stresses in cervical cancer, experience in managing fertility 

preserving in the early stages (stage IB1 less than 2 cm), the use of sentinel node and a 

renaissance of the idea, with new schemes, of treatment with neoadjuvant chemotherapy plus 

surgery for stages IIB. Also the surgical vedette, the robotic-assisted laparoscopic surgery, was one 

of the principal axes of the program. 
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As for advanced ovarian cancer one of the most salient topics was the presentation of GOG 262 

study, adjuvant treatment with dose-dense schedule with weekly paclitaxel with or without 

bevacizumab, presented by John K. Chan from UCSF Helen Diller Family Comprehensive Cancer 

Center. This study American counterpart protocol of JGOG 3016, reported in the overall analysis, 

that the progression-free survival (PFS) is not increased compared with the conventional scheme 

of carboplatin-paclitaxel. However, in the stratified analysis, the PFS increased four months in the 

group who chose not to receive bevacizumab. The presentation showed a good tolerance to the 

new scheme, associated with a higher incidence of anemia and sensory neuropathies but with less 

neutropenia. Regarding the overall survival: is not yet mature.  Much activity was seen in the 

research and early diagnosis of ovarian cancer, especially in the British school, but we can say that 

the general idea is to wait for the final results of UKCTOCS in 2015. 

Regarding endometrial cancer, a subject quite moved. The main topics: the benefit of adjuvant 

chemotherapy in high-grade tumors, the strong tendency to convert the laparoscopic approach in 

standard behavior in early endometrial cancer. But even with a high rate of conversion (29%) to 

laparotomy, especially in elderly patients with comorbidities and higher body mass index treated 

by teams with little experience compared to just 1% in specialized centers. Meanwhile, interesting 

proposals of preserving fertility management with hysteroscopic resection and progestogen 

therapy in focal and superficial lesions in patients who desires offspring. Also noticed a lot of 

activity in genetic evaluation of patients with endometrial cancer and Lynch syndrome suspected, 

as a form of primary prevention of other malignancies associated in the patient and her relatives. 

The Cinderella of all gynecologic oncology events: cancer of the vulva, was a great conference 

update of Ate van der Zee of the University Medical Center Groningen, Netherlands, one of the 

leading experts in the world on sentinel node. In the same segment, the keynote lecture of Nadja 

Dornhöfer from the Women's and Children's Centre at the University of Leipzig, Germany, on the 

Vulvovaginal Reconstruction in the treatment of neoplastic disease, presented technical-surgical 

data and statistics on the broad benefits of immediate reconstruction in order to avoid the severe 

consequences postsurgical and its unquestionable benefit in quality of life.   

As for the Special Meetings,  sessions of the Asian Pacific Society, Italian Society of Gynecologic 

Oncology and the Spanish Society of Gynecologic Oncology with programs, especially dedicated to 

very specific topics such as lymphadenectomy and surgical approach was of great interest. But one 

of the most innovative and refreshing session was the Fellow'Workshop  about imaging techniques 

and interpretation in Gynecologic Oncology that  fellows of specialized programs of the host 

country organize. In this session, just over three hours, with four lectures on ultrasound and CT, 

highlighted the lecture of Daniela Fischerová of the Gynecological Oncology Centre, Charles 

University in Prague, which showed the impressive benefits and possibilities of applications of 

abdominal ultrasound in the evaluation of patients with gynecological neoplastic disease. It would 

be important to consider in our conferences include sessions organized by residents.  

As for Satellite Simposia of the laboratories and in the exhibition, we could see with a high level 

scientific. Stressed the Intuitive Surgical Symposium and the Congress Mechanical Star: DaVinci 
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robot. The provision of a simulator and a robot for use by attendees throughout the center of the 

exhibition, was the playful note to many of the attending surgeons. Realize that during certain 

times, early in the morning or late in the afternoon, the robot was all alone was one of the most 

important discoveries. Drop the bag, becoming a cyborg and sit and work from your console with 

no one around waiting their turn, is priceless. Likewise Symposium Building Perspectives through 

experience with Avastin in the treatment of ovarian cancer of Roche with excellent coordination by 

Andreas Du Bois, Recurrent ovarian cancer by MSD and Debulking in Ovarian cancer: improving 

surgery, minimizing the morbidity by PlasmaJet with Ignace Vergote, among others, showed a 

premier scientific activity, to lunchtime, impossible to miss.  

Although in the UK it is more sensible walking the umbrella that believe it will not rain, we enjoyed 

a few hours, with very little rain for luck, of Liverpool and neighboring Manchester. The rather 

compact and nice team of Venezuelans, to whom I dedicate this story, we set out to make a brief 

tour through the streets, listen to good live music and drinking a cold pint of beer at the legendary 

The Cavern, sort of bomb shelter full of people and a lot of encouragement and nostalgia, where 

was growing the embryo of one of the most important musical ideas of the twentieth century, The 

Beatles. And to close, as expected, last night turned into a day of football. Attend the Champions 

League match between Manchester United and Real Sociedad sharing with 76,000 spectators at 

Old Trafford, was the best excuse to sleep late before taking, nonchalantly as zombies, an eager 

riser flight back to Caracas. 

*Servicio de Ginecología Oncológica del Instituto de Oncología Luis Razetti y Clínica Santa Sofía, Caracas, Venezuela. 
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